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what Ritschl’s canon of interpretation must have been and how this canon 
operated as a perceptual grid for him. 

Some interpreters (myself included) would argue still further that the inter- 
preter cannot then sidestep the question whether Ritschl’s “modern”’ inter- 
pretation of Luther (false though it may have been) was not unavoidable and 
“correct” given Ritschl’s own presuppositions. Lotz may reject this concep- 
tion of the hermeneutical task; otherwise, he would have attempted to do it. 
The difficulty is, however, that Lotz’s own interpretation of Ritschl’s Luther 
interpretation seems to presuppose Luther’s kerygmatic theology as a norm 
and, hence, Ritschl’s theology is not only judged to be based on an inaccurate 
interpretation of Luther but also to be false theologically. In short, Lotz 
makes a hermeneutical assumption that he does not anywhere himself defend. 
This, in turn, means that Ritschl’s theology is ultimately judged by the norm 
of Luther’s theology as Lotz understands it. But if Ritschl’s own act of 
appropriation was a function of his other intellectual commitments which 
are then left unanalyzed, Lotz’s judgment of Ritschl’s inadequacy is not 
really fair or fully illuminating of Ritschl. 

At any rate, it is the great merit of this book that it raises these and other 
important questions. It is a happy sign that there is still first-rate historical 
theology among us. 

Van A. Harvey 
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